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EDITORIAL 
WHEREIN LIES SINENG Friday, January 12, Sanctuary Trinity Presby- 
THE LIVING GOD .... 3 
terian Church, Montgomery, Ala., burned, killing 
THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL .... 4 


two firemen, C. J. McKinney and J. E. Jackson. 
GOD HAS ACTED TO SAVE 


US IN HISTORY .... . se 5 These two firemen were using hose near a pulpit 


when explosion caved in buring roof. Bodies re- 


ARTICLES : 
covered two hours later. Cause undetermined but 


A LAYMAN'S VIEW OF THE NCC'S 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. . 6 thought to be defective sanctuary heating unit, re- 


VERNE P. KAUB 
cently remodeled Sunday School Auditorium. Class- 


DEPARTMENTS rooms, Pastor’s Study still intact and useable. Sun- 


SABBATH SCH. LESSONS — FEB. 4 11 day School Auditorium temporary sanctuary. Insur- 
REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. — FEB. 4 13 


ance will only partially cover loss but special re- 


REV. W. G. FOSTER building committee already at work, under Chair- 
CHURCH NEWS ..... se. 14 man, C. N. Henderson. Henry Edward “J.E.B.” 
BOOK REVIEWS .......+.+... 16 Russell is pastor. Russell expressed deep concern 


over loss of firemen. 


VOL. IX NO. 30 $2.50 A YEAR 


09d 
UOTSTATG 
OXF Jo 


vn 
he 
ey 
ng 
to 
av 
rts 
copy.) 
ck | 
er 
eT 
re 
k 
ke 
a\ 
rv 
h- 
ee 
ck 
Id 
in 
ug 
lk 
he 
ed 
les 
a 
he 
er 

Le 
he 
ot | 


EDITORIAL 


Wherein Lies Strength? 
The Church has always faced dangers. This is 


axiomatic and it is also obvious. Satan, the enemy 
of souls, has always sought to destroy the agencies 
and the influences which would bring men to a sav- 
ing knowledge of Christ and he is both the open and 
the secret enemy of the Church, that great band of 
saints who have been redeemed by the work of our 


Lord. 


Satan has tried persecution, ignorance, ecclesias- 
tical corruption and oppressions, fanatical hatreds, 
governmental repressions, attacks from unbelievers, 
and a thousand other devices to destroy the Church. 
He has never succeeded, nor will he, but he is ever 
trying new devices. 


It has recently been stated that today the Church 
faces three implacable foes: Syncretism (the attempt 
to amalgamate the best in all religions, as was im- 
plied, in part, by “Rethinking Missions’), Militant 
Catholicism, and Communism. 


We admit the dangers of all three of these sep- 
arate and distinct groups and ideologies, to the wel- 
fare of the Church. We also believe that Satan 
would have Christians concentrate their defenses 
against these three, because in their direction the 
greatest danger does NOT lie. We at least can give 
the Devil the credit for being astute to the fullest 
degree. 


The greatest danger to the Christian Church 
today lies in compromising and diluting the content 
and the emphasis of the Christian message itself. 
Snycretism can be exposed for what it is, a modern- 
ized paganism. Militant Catholicism can be re- 
strained until it is recognized for what it is, a dis- 
torted version of Christianity. Communism can be 
defeated and labeled the diabolical enslaver of man- 
kind that it is. These three things could be accom- 
plished and the Christian Church still completely 
deteated if the content and emphasis of the Gospel 
itself is compromised. 


Christian people have become alarmed and 
aroused because of modern paganism, of militant 
Catholicism with its political intrigues and its perse- 
cutions and repressions of Protestantism in places 
where in power; because of the dire threat of 
atheistic Communism and its rapid political and 
military domination of great areas of the world. 
Because of this rightful alarm the cry is abroad to 
organize, to unite and to make a common stand 
against these foes. 


But, organizations, united efforts and a common 
stand will never win the battle as long as the basis 
of such efforts is a compromised or an impaired 
faith in the essentials of Christianity itself. 


We piously say that we must not question the 
faith of a Christian brother; that he stands or falls 


2 


before his Maker and we are not to judge. This is 
utter nonsense. A Christian, if he is worth his salt, 
believes something. It is this faith in certain eterna] 
truths and doctrines which have made men face 
death by every conceivable devilish device in the 
past. It is this faith which has made men go forth, 
knowing not what privations lay ahead, for the priv- 
ilege of preaching that faith. 


We now live in a time when men who call them- 
selves Christians deny almost every cardinal belief 
of Christianity. The theological world today is being 
fed on a continuous diet of unbelief—scholarly, 
moral, persuasive; yes, all of these; but in large 
measure a complete departure from historic evan- 
gelical Christian truth. We recently called attention 
to a book, “Christian Beginnings,” by Dr. Morton 
Scott Enslin, of Crozer Theological Seminary, 
which is but an illustration of thousands of books 
being published by men in high positions in the theo- 
logical world. Are these men and their writings re- 
jected ? The silence which prevails among those who 
should speak out for the truth is appalling. Either 
they join in such unbelief, or they do not consider 
vital Christian truth worth contending for. 


Therein lies the greatest danger to Christianity 
and to the Christian Church; a willingness, for the 
sake of unity, to ignore rank unbelief in the Person 
and work of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the au- 
thority of His Word; thinking thereby to increase 
the numbers who join a super church organization 
to “take a stand” against the obvious dangers facing 
the Church from without. 


Never in the history of the Christian Church has 
there been a greater need for a clear stand and a 
testimony to the great doctrines of Christianity than 
at this present time. Are we in the large denomina- 
tions leaving this stand to the despised ‘‘Fundamen- 
talists,”’ or the lesser sects? If we are, we are prov- 
ing faithless to a great truth which is historically 
ours. We do not have to go one step beyond an 
honest interpretation of our own Confession of 
Faith. But, with theological liberalism there has 
come a facile ability to use old terms with an en- 
tirely new meaning. 


In times past to speak of Jesus Christ as “divine” 
meant to recognize Him as the Eternal Son of God, 
one of the Trinity. Today it only too often simply 
means that He had the divine spark, such as we all 
have, although in a more completely dedicated way. 
When the Christian of a past generation said that 
Jesus died for his sins he meant that on the Cross 
our Saviour took our place, bore the penalty of our 
guilt and made us clean and righteous in God’s 
sight by His shed blood. Today we find only too 
often that His “dying for our sins,’’ was a supreme 
example of His love, that God was showing us how 
we should follow His example of sacrifice, etc. 


When the Westminster Assembly spoke of the 
Holy Scripture and said, “//] which are given by 
inspiration of God,” they meant just that and then 
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amplified and supported their position by numerous 
quotations from the Bible itself; saying further that 
both the Old and New Testaments were “imme- 
diately inspired by God,” and by His singular care 
and providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentical ; so as in all controversies of religion the 
Church is finally to appeal unto: them.” And then 
later: “The infallible rule of interpretation of 
Scripture, is the Scripture itself.” But, today we 
find the scholarship and wisdom of man only too 
often elevated above the plain words of the Scrip- 
tures itself; man believed and God denied. 


Brethren, we all know we are living in critical 
times. Humanly speaking there seems little hope of 
this generation, or the next, living outside the sha- 
dow of war. Civilization and the American way of 
life as we have known it, can well be on the verge 
of passing out forever. 


Wherein lies strength for the present and for the 
future? We do not believe that this rests primarily 
in numbers or in organization. They have their 
useful place if subordinated to something infinitely 
more important, the power and the presence of 
God’s Holy Spirit. Without passing judgement on 
one single individual or any particular organization 
we feel that at the present time the Church is 
placing its emphasis on something which is not fun- 
damental. We have a new generation of ministers 
across America who have, in large measure, been 
taught, and who earnestly believe, that the greatest 
thing in which the Church is now participating is 
the ecumenical movement. 


Oh that the Holy Spirit would lead us all to see 
that the greatest thing the Church can possibly do 
is to preach and to live the glorious gospel of the 
Person and work of Jesus Christ, the very Son of 


God; and that the source of authority and of faith, 
in Him and what He has done, is in the Bible, the 
Word of God! It is this Sword of the Spirit which 


Satan fears more than all else. 


“For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower falleth away: but the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever.” 


Therein lieth strength! —L.N.B. 


The Living God 


When one describes the Bible as setting forth 
monotheism he is stating a truth, but hardly the 


full truth of the Book. 


The God of the Bible is not one among many 
philosophical theories that men have wrought out, 
not even the best among all possible human ideas. 
The God of the Bible is the living God who reveals 
Himself, who acts, who calls, who judges, who 
justifies, who saves, who keeps. 


The Thessalonians turned from idols to serve 
the living and true God and to wait for His Son 
from Heaven. Our Lord Jesus speaks of God as the 
living Father, Peter confesses the Saviour as the Son 
of the living God, Paul calls the Church the Church 
of the living God and believers the children of the 
living God. 


The Old Testament saint trusted in the living 
Lord who sat as King at the flood, and who brought 
Israel out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm. In the Psalms, one generation 
lauds His works to another and declares His 


mighty acts. 
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For “the Lord is righteous in all His ways, and 
gracious in all His acts.” When He mightily 


intervened in Scotland, bringing down the walls of - 


Rome and building the Church of the Word, John 
Knox called these “the years of God’s right hand.” 


Luther trusted in God who wrought by His word 
even when the Reformed slept. He believed in a God 
who did not sleep when Isaac’s life hung by a thread 
under the knife of Abraham. One translation of “A 
Mighty Fortress’ carries these lines: 


“For God Himself is in the fray 


And nothing else can matter.” 


For Calvin God is activissimus. The sovereignty 
of God means that His hand is at the helm now, 
reigning, ruling, governing. Calvin utterly despised 
the notion that God is an idler in heaven, or that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is otiose. 


Particularly, let us declare the New Testament 
message that the living God has acted in His only 
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, changing the 
whole relationship between the world and Himself. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him- 
self. 


Here on the plane of our own history and life 
God entered by becoming man. 


Here in the Cross of Christ God reconciled the 


world unto Himself. 


Christianity is not some general truth, eternally 
existing above time. It is the event in which God 
acted in Christ, making Him who knew no sin to 
be sin for us that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. Here on the human figure of 
Jesus of Nazareth, Who in His Person is God the 
eternal Son. God laid the iniquity of us all. The 
enmity which was against us He took out of the 
way, nailing it to His Cross. 


It pleased the Lord to bruise Him, for He is the 
Lamb of God who took on Himself the sins of the 
world. 


And since He was delivered for our offenses and 
raised for our justification, the living God now 
acts in reconciliation in forgiveness. “Jt is God who 
justifies.” “‘He saved us and called us with a holy 
calling.” 


He raises us up from the death of sin to the life 
of righteousness by quickening-us with and in Jesus 
Christ, our representative and our Head. And He, 
the living God, is with us in the new problems and 
uncertainties of the New Year. He is living, acting, 
doing, glorifying His Son Jesus Christ ... keeping 
His own in the hollow of His hand. To Him be 
glory. —Wm.C.R. 


Read The Journal in '51 


The Law And The 
Gospel 


I. Obey the law—this is the duty of the Christian. 
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.” 
We want to obey the laws of our country no matter 
how inconvenient so long as the laws of man do not 
contravene the laws of God. But if they do, then 
we “obey God rather than man.” 


There are three phases of the Mosiac law: 


1) The civil law had to do with government of 
Israel as a nation. These laws passed away with the 
destruction of the Jewish nation under Titus the 
Roman emperor in the year 70 A.D. in which year 
Jerusalem was destroyed. But the principles of this 
law are found in the statutes of every civilized 
in the world. 


2)The ceremonial law had to do with the worship 
of the temple with its priest, altars, sacrifices and 
various rites which were fulfilled in Christ. These 
have all passed away, also. The Epistle to the 
Hebrews emphasized that fact by such expressions as 
“once for all,” and “by one offering.” 


3) The moral law of God has never been repealed 
and never will be. It is summed up in the Ten Com- 
mandments. 


a. The moral law, as interpreted by Jesus Christ 
in the Sermon on the Mount, is the standard by 
which the wicked are to be judged on the Judge- 
ment Day. 


b. The moral law of God is the Christian standard 
of righteousness. A man tried to convince Rowland 
Hill that Christ had done away with the moral law 
and that it was no longer binding upon the Chris- 
tian to obey it. Hill called his servant and said, 
“Show this man to the door and see that he does not 
steal anything from the hatrack as he goes out.” 


c. The moral law of God is our “schoolmaster to 
lead us to Christ.” It reveals the righteousness and 
holiness of God and by contrast the sinfulness and 
ruined condition of man. The preaching of the law 
is intended to convict man of sin that man may 
realize the need of a Saviour. Salvation means 
nothing to a man until he knows from what he is 
saved. 


However, the moral law cannot save anyone. 
“Therefore by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be 
justified in His sight for by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin.” Rom. 3:10. 


The moral law of God demands perfection. “For 
as many as are of the works of the law are under 
the curse, for it is written, Cursed is everyone that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the 


‘book of the law to do them.” Gal. 3:10. 


The law demands perfection and there is no one 
perfect, therefore there must be some other way 
provided. Paul says ‘“‘All have sinned and come short 
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of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23. “There is none 


righteous, no not one.” 


Jesus said, “But why call thou me good, there is 
none good but God.”” Mark 10:18. 


The Christian obeys the law of God not in order 
to be saved but because it pleases God. “The love 
of Christ constraineth us.’’ Children love and obey 
their parents not in order to become their children 
but because they are their children and desire to 
please them. Love is a stronger motive than fear. 


II. Obey the Gospel—We must to be saved. 
Obedience to the law demands perfection to be 
saved, while obedience to the Gospel demands 
action and not perfection. ‘For the time is come 
when judgment must begin at the house of God: 
and if it first begin at us what shall the end of 
them be that obey not the Gospel of God ?” 


Peter does not answer the question he asks, and 
I would certainly not like to have the responsibility 
of answering such a fearful question. The apostle 
Paul, another inspired man, answers Peter's ques- 
tion in II Thessalonians 1: 6-10. 


“Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to rec- 
ompense tribulation to them that trouble you: and 
to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengence on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His 
power: When He shall come to be glorified in His 
saints and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was believed) in 
that day.” 


To obey the Gospel one must look to One who 
has kept the law. “For Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness unto everyone that believeth.’’ 
Rom. 10:4. ‘““‘He was made to be sin for us who 
knew no sin that we might be made the righteous- 


ness of God in him.” II Cor. 5:21. 


The law can go no further than Christ. He has 
met all the claims of God’s righteous law. 


To obey the Gospel is to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We must believe He is all He claims 
to be, that He can and will do all He has promised 
to do and to believe the record that God gave of His 
Son in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 


- ments: for there is no other record and not to believe 


the record that God gave His Son is to make Him a 
liar. John 5:10. 


WANTED: 


Position as Church Visitor - Secretary. Best of 
reference. Miss Ola Moton, 305 Columbia 
Street, Gastonia, N. C. Phone Dial 5-2603. 
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God Has Acted To 
Save Us In History; 


His Saving Acts Are 
Historical Events 
Not Myths And Not 
Mere Symbols Of 
“Timeless” Truths 


Some nineteen hundred years ago in Palestine, 
God bowed the heavens and came down for us men 
and for our salvation in Jesus Christ. God made 
peace with man through the blood of Christ’s Cross. 
He put the world of sinners on an entirely different 
footing or relation to Himself. That is, He reconcil- 
ed the world unto Himself not imputing unto them 
their trespasses. God did this by making Him Who 
knew no sin to be sin for us that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him. Since He was 
delivered up for our offenses and raised again for 
our justification, we are raised with Him from 
our death in trespasses and sins. In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness 
of our sins. God who did reconcile the world 
through His Cross, does now justify on the ground 
of that same Cross and Resurrection. 


The great affirmations of the Christian faith, 
whether found in I Cor. 15:3 or in the Apostles’ 
Creed, are anchored in time - events. “Every item of 
saving history is temporally conditioned.” Even the 
constancy of the Mediator is described in temporal 
terms, thus: “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
today, and unto the ages.” According to the New 
Testament, every historical epoch is not in the same 
immediacy toward God. Our salvation was wrought 
by God in a definite character who lived died and 
rose in the period 6 B.C. to 30 A.D. Every moment 
in my life gets its saving value not from its im- 
mediacy to God in the year 1951, but from its re- 
lation to God in view of what God did in Christ 
in the year 30 A.D. My Christian faith is not 
anchored on an immediate, unmediated relationship 
to God; but on a salvation mediated through Jesus 
Christ who died for my sins on the Cross outside 
Jerusalem in the Spring of 30 A.D., and rose for 
my justification three days later. These historical 
events mean more to me and my salvation than all 
the so-called timeless truths, or eternal verities 
Plato and the succeeding philosophers ever fabricat- 
ed. In these events God acted, God changed the 
whole status of guilty man. On the basis of these 
events God now makes us alive and forgives our 
sins. These events are the real foundation stones of 
our salvation, they are not mere myths, and not 
mere symbols of “timeless” verities. 


The notion that time is radically subordinate to 
a timeless eternity, and events are of little signific- 
ance compared with eternal truths are the positions 
not of New Testament Christianity, but of ideal- 
istic philosophers, Plato, Lessing, Troelsch, Hock- 
ing. Gnosticism took up this position and denied the 
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creation of the world by God our Saviour. Then it 
taught that Christ was docetic, that is He only 
seemed to be a man; and that the events of his life, 
death and resurrection were of no importance. In 
opposition to Gnostic Docetism, Irenaeus showed 
that the Christian faith was anchored to the saving 
events of Jesus’ history. 


The simple Bible believer may well say, whatever 
you philosophers may think about time and eternity, 
| take Jesus Christ, His death and His resurrection 
in that importance and significance God ascribes to 
them in His Word. There I learn that the founda- 
tion is laid, namely Jesus Christ, no man can lay 
another. 


At the Geneva Calvinistic Congress, A. Lecerf of 
Paris insisted that God has acted for us in temporal 
reality and has used time-terms, such as pre and fore, 
to indicate the point of time at which He wishes us 
to place ourselves in receiving His saving Gospel. 
Folke Holmstroem has insisted that the so-called 
naive imagery which compares time and eternity 
with a bounded and an unbounded line does not 
become less anthropocentric by being exchanged for 
a “philosophically purified” concept of time and 
eternity. [he philosophers are also men. 


Barth’s earlier theology was greatly influenced by 
Kierkegaard’s infinite qualitative difference between 
time and eternity. But this statement does no justice 
to Barth’s later thought. He has rejected the notion 
of eternity as pure timelessness or as abstract non- 
temporality. In Jesus Christ God has made our time 
with all its defectiveness His own in order to heal 


it and raise it to His time. Indeed, the lines are 
now shaping up in Continental theology to this 
effect: Barth and his associates stand for the saving 
historical events of the Gospel story as the true reve- 
lation of God, while Bultmann and those who take 
his shadow are treating these events as myths re- 
vealing general truths. 


But in Christus und die Zeit, Barth’s colleague, 
Professor Oscar Cullmann of Basel and Paris has 
gone beyond his teacher and insists that the Chris- 
tian faith drop the whole philosophical concept of 
timeless with reference to eternity. For Cullmann, 
time is wholly linear, distinguished from eternity by 
the fact that one is bound and the other unbound. 
Thus the New Testament sets forth three ages: (1) 
that which lies before the creation when the events 
of creation were prepared in the predestination of 
God and in the WORD who was already with 
God; (2) the present age which lies between the 
creation and the end; (3) the coming age in which 
the final or eschatological events will occur. The 
present age, of course, is more fully divided and the 
meaning thereof is found in a central point, namely, 
the saving history of Jesus Christ. God shows His 
sovereign glory before creation by His predestination 
and foreordination, in this age by raising Jesus our 
Lord: from the dead, in the age of the ages by 
creating a new heaven and a new earth in which 
God is all in all. Here in our human history of this 
age is the theatre of the manifestation of God's 
glory. It shines in the face of Jesus Christ, and as 


the Church proclaims it angels desire to look into — 


the wonders thereof. 


A Layman View Of The 


NCC'4 Convention 


BY VERNE P. KAUB 
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION FROM UNITED EVANGELICAL ACTION, JANUARY 1. 1951 


Trumpets blared, a great organ pealed, the eye- 
filling spectacle of ecclesiastical pageantry was under 
way. Down a wide aisle through the center of the 
Arena of Cleveland’s huge Public Auditorium a 
procession moved toward a stage bright with flags 
of all nations and glittering with other adornments. 


Decorations were not limited to the stage. Directly 
in front of each scantily-occupied section of balcony 
seats, three-staffed groups of flags extended out over 
the main floor. Each flag group included one Chris- 
tian flag, one American flag, and one United Na- 
tions flag. In each group Old Glory was “in the 
middle” hence partially obscured. 


Roman Pageantry 


Heading the procession was a robed cross-bearer, 
and next in line were members of the choir of Christ 


Church of Shaker Heights, wearing robes of blue 
and white. Two altar boys carried the American and 
Christian flags; they were followed by the woman's 
choir of Schauffler College, Cleveland, gowned in 
maroon. A man designated only as a seminarian 
carried an open Bible. 


Then came a long double line of marchers, mostly 
men but with an occasional woman. Some estimates 
of the number in line ran as high as 500. Of these, 
no more than a dozen or so were in civilian garb. 
All the others wore ecclesiastical vestments, ranging 
from the simple black robes of the lower orders ot 
the clergy to the more colorful robes of the doctorate 
and the laced and spangled vestments of the Ortho- 
dox priesthood. The scene rivaled the papal pag- 
eantry in the Vatican and St. Peter’s. 
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The brilliantly-garbed choirs, arriving at the 
apron of the stage, moved to the sides and stood in 
close formation. Then the leaders of the more 
somberly-robed formation “‘made the Sign of the 
Cross” by seating themselves around a great table, 
front and center on the Arena floor, shaped like a 
great cross and covered with white cloths. 


When all these choicest seats were occupied, later 
arrivals of the marchers seated themselves at tables 
at sides and rear of the cross, those at the sides 
covered with red, those in the rear with blue cloths. 
The side tables were filled by marchers who arrived 
in groups of varying numbers, from a half-dozen to 
fifty or more; each of these groups was led by a 
marcher carrying a banner. 


In the procession there was no font-bearer, but 
the event was in celebration of the “birth” and 
christening of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA. (UEA, December 15, 1950). 


This birth in many respects was a strange event. 
Officially, the parents were not a wedded pair, but 
eight cooperating agencies, which, with four lesser 
groups, were amalgamated into one body. Was it 
perhaps something like the “birth” of Athena, who 
sprang full-grown from the brow of her father, the 
mighty Zeus? If this analogy has point, then the 
role of Zeus might well be assigned to the Federal 
Council of Churches, at once the most publicized of 
the agencies, and the agency most aggressive in pro- 
moting and publicizing the merger. 


The Merging Agencies 


To play no favorites, the publicity always lists the 
“parents” in alphabetical order, as follows: 


Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America; 

Foreign Missions Conference of North America ; 

Home Missions Council of North America; 

International Council of Religious Education ; 

Missionary Education Movement of the U. S. 
and Canada; 

National Protestant Council on Higher Educa- 
tion; 

United Council of Church Women, 
and 

United Stewardship Council. 


Appended to this list of the principal agencies or 
originators of the merger movement, are additional 
names, with the notation, “Other agencies which 
subsequently decided to merge their eftorts’’ : 


Church World Service; 
Inter-Seminary Committee ; 
Protestant Film Commission, and 
Protestant Radio Commission. 


Proceeding with the formalities natural to such an 
occasion, representatives of the merging agencies 
were called upon to place in the hands of the chair- 
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man documents officially approving the move. Then 
the denominational delegations gave verbal assent to 
the merger, and one by one, a representative of each 
denomination moved to a desk just in front of a tall 
white cross on the stage. There each signed the 
official documents. At the signing, the denomination- 
al banners, brought into the Arena by the marching 
groups, were assigned places on the stage. 


Now the formal pronouncement could be made— 
the National Council had come into being. Again 
the trumpets blared and the organ pealed ; the joyful 
assemblage broke into song, “God of Grace and 
God of Glory.” 


This colorful event took place on Wednesday 
morning, Nov. 29. The following morning, principal 
business was ddoption of the Constitution and By- 
Laws, and Friday morning, Dec. 1, last day of the 
Convention, officers were elected. 


It had “leaked out’’ on the first day of the conven- 
tion that the chosen nominee for the president, sure 
to be elected, was Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill of 
Greenwich, Conn., presiding bishop of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. And so it was. Every com- 
mittee nominee for every office—and there were 
scores and scores outright by the convention, or in 
the case of the “smaller fry, “recommended to the 
General Board for later election or appointment by 


that board. 
The Council Framework 


The General Board will consist of representatives 
of the constituent denominations specifically de- 
signated for the position by the respective denomina- 
tions. An appointing agency (denomination or af- 
filiated Council) may name one-seventh of its rep- 
resentatives to the General Board, which will have 
the powers of an executive committee. All the repre- 
sentatives of the denominations (or other affiliates) 


will make up the General Assembly, the governing 
body of the Council. 


Never had there been any speculation as to who 
would be selected to be general secretary, and in 
effect, general manager of the National Council. 


_Nobody doubted for a minute that “Generalissimo” 


Samuel McCrea Cavert, general secretary of the 
Federal Council, would get that “plum” without 
opposition of any kind from any source. He has been 
on the Federal Council staff since 1919, served for 
nearly a decade as one of two general secretaries, 
and since 1930 has been the Council’s chief executive 
officer. 


Dr. Roy G. Ross, for fifteen years general secre- 
tary of the international Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, was elected associate general secretary. Another 
secretary of equal ranking, a woman, is to be selected 
later by the general board. 


Administrative secretaries named are Rev. Earl F. 
Adams, chairman of the field department of the 
Federal Council; Rev. Philip C. Landers, associate 
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general secretary of ICRE; Rev. J. Quinter Miller, 
associate general secretary of the Federal Council, 
and Wilbur C. Parry, Chicago. Aenid A. Sanborn, 
editorial secretary of the Federal Council, was 
named assistant to the general secretary. 


Four general vice presidents were elected. They 
are Mrs. Douglas Horton, former president of 
Wellesley College and former commander of the 
WAVES, Congregational; Mrs. Abbie Clement 
Jackson, Louisville, Ky., executive secretary of the 
Women’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society of 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; Dr. M. 
E. Sadler, Fort Worth, Texas, president of Texas 
Christian University and former president of the 
International Convention of Disciples of Christ, and 
Harold E. Stassen, Philadelphia, president of the 
University of Pennsylvania, American Baptist. 


Four vice presidents to represent and serve as 
chairmen of the four principal divisions were elected 
by the divisions. They are Dr. Paul Calvin Payne, 
Philadelphia, general secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, Division of Christian Education; Dr. Herman 
N. Morse, New York City, general secretary of the 
Board of Home missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., Division of Home Missions; Dr. C. C. 
Adams, Philadelphia, corresponding secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the National Baptist 
Convention of America, Inc., Division of Foreign 
Missions, and Dr. Arthur S. Fleming, Deleware, 
O., president of Ohio Wesleyan University, Division 
of Christian Life and Work. 


Federal Council Echoes 


It is the Division of Christian Life and Work 
which will carry on the work done by the Federal 
Council in the social-economic field through its 
Department of the Church and Economic Life; Dr. 
Fleming has been serving as chairman of this de- 
partment in the FCC. 


And meet other familiar Federal Council figures 
-—Roswell P. Barnes, who had been associate general 
secretary of the FCC, will manage the Division of 
Christian Life and Work as executive secretary. 
The following executive secretaries of FCC depart- 
ments now become executive directors of Division 
departments of the same name: Walter W. Van 
Kirk and Richard M. Fagely (co-secretaries), De- 
partment of International Justice and Goodwill; 
Cameron P. Hall, Department of the Church and 
Economic Life; Thomas C. Allen, and J. Oscar Lee 
(co-secretaries), Department of Race Relations; 
Dean Edwards, Commission on worship. Elma 
Greenwood, who had been associate executive secre- 
tary becomes assistant executive director of the 
Division, and Beverly M. Boyd, who had been 
executive secretary of the Department of Christian 
Social Relations becomes executive director of the 


Department of Social Welfare. 


' Apparently the choice of Roswell P. Barnes as 
executive secretary of the Division of Christian Life 


and Work assures that leftist thinking (and acting) 
in the Division will not be discouraged. Barnes, an 
ordained Presbyterian minister, has nine listings of 
affiliations with un-American organizations in How 
Red Is the Federal Council of Churches?, a publica- 
tion of American Council of Christian Laymen, 
Madison 1, Wis., and the Laymen’s Council has 
additional listings for him which bring his total to 
an even dozen. 


For treasurer the convention named Charles E. 
Wilson, New York City, president of General 
Electric Company, and for associate, James L. Kraft, 
chairman of the board of the Kraft-Phoenix Cheese 
Company. Rev. Reuben H. Mueller, Dayton, Ohio, 
will be recording secretary. 


Rubber-Stamp Action 


As it was with election of officers, so it was with 
adoption of the Constitution and By-Laws. Al- 
though the Planning Committee had rather freely 
amended the original drafts after they had been ap- 
proved by the constituent bodies, the revised drafts 
were adopted with only minor changes suggested by 
the committee, and none more important than the 
correction of typographical errors. 


Voting delegates, consultants, and even the alter- 
nates, were seated at tables at this convention, per- 
haps to give it the appearance of a deliberative as- 
semblage, but it never was this in any sense; rather 
it was a “rubber stamp” convention from start to 
finish. 

There was some apparently independent discussion 
of the matter of location of headquarters for the 
National Council, but in the end the matter was 
left with the General Board without specific recom- 
mendation. 


And when all was said and done, that which had 
been accomplished was no more than this: a name 
was changed. All the inter-church policies of the old 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America 
were retained and approved. The old leadership of 
the Federal Council remains in complete control of 
the “machinery” for making leftist pronouncements 
and guiding the policies of the entire organization in 
the direction of liberalism and national Socialism. 
In the opinion of many, the grip of the Federal 
Council leaders has been tightened by the reins of 
inter-church authority. 


Nobody can know, and probably it never can be 
discovered, how much of the “drive” for completing 
the long-planned merger at this time arose from a 
desire to discard the name “Federal Council of 
Churches,” so greatly in disrepute, but most certain- 
ly this was an impelling factor. 


The Federal Council, and probably others of the 
merging agencies, will not surrender their charters 
or articles of incorporation, in fact, could not do so 
as they have assets to conserve and obligations to 
meet. 
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What it amounts to is: the Federal Council has 
“sone underground.” This is by no means the first 
time that the Council has used the Communist 
technique. 


“On the record,” as it is written by the Federal 
Council, the FCC wound up its affairs at a two-day 
meeting which almost overlapped the Constituting 
Convention. The FCC meeting, scheduled for Nov. 
27 and 28, continued through an afternoon session 
on the second day, and the first convention session 
was held in the evening of this same day. 


Critics Get Lashing 


Significant or not, the Federal Council retired 
from the scene (under this name) and the National 
Council began its Constituting Convention in notes 
of recrimination and “alibis.” 


Speakers at the closing session of the Federal 
Council “wind-up” and the opening session of the 
Constituting Convention lashed out vigorously at 
critics of the Federal Council and its policies. They 
made the usual general denials of pro-Communist 
activities and pronouncements and of “unsavory” af- 


filiations of FCC leaders. 


Surely it is significant that the principal speaker 
at the first convention session was Dr. Ralph W. 
Sockman, minister of Christ Church (Methodist) of 
New York City. Dr. Sockman ‘‘named names” in 
his address (designated as a ‘sermon’ in the pro- 
gram), getting a bit mixed up on some of them. But 
the real significance of his selection to make the 
“kick off” address lies in the fact that he is a “liberal 
of the liberals” in matters of theology, and political- 
ly he is aligned with the extremely leftist Methodist 
Federation of Social Action, of which he is (an 
elected) member-at-large, No. 43 on the official list 
of nominees. 


Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, another 
“liberal of the liberals” both in theology and politics, 
whose activities in the Federal Council did not 
slacken at the conclusion of his term as president, 
was active in arranging the “birth” of the “new” 
Council. He presided at the Thursday morning 
session when the Constitution and By-Laws were 
adopted. 


Choice of other speakers for the Constituting Con- 
vention was equally significant in showing the true 
aims and purposes—almost completely political—of 
the Planning Committee. 


Political Figures Speak 


Scheduled for the Thursday evening session was 
Sir. Oliver S. Franks, Great Britain’s Ambassador 
to the United States; Thursday afternoon the 
message was from the other side of the globe—the 
speaker was Toyohiko Kagawa of Japan. Friday 
morning the Convention heard a political address by 
Harold E. Stassen, best known for his continuing 
presidential “itch” ; earlier he had been elected a vice 
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ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 
AT AGNES SCOTT 


The College has more than $500,000 of en- 
dowment, the income of which is used 
each year to help worthy girls. Those who 
make a good showing on the competitive 
contest are given first consideration, but 
funds are also available for those who do 
not enter the contest. 


FOR INFORMATION 
ADDRESS 


PRESIDENT J. R. McCain 


DECATUR 
GEORGIA 


president of the National Council. Thursday eve- 
ning the principal speaker was Francis B. Sayre, 
delegate of the U.S. to the Trusteeship Council of 
the United Nations. Messages of mutual admiration 
were exchanged by the National Council and Try- 
gve Lie, secretary general of the United Nations. 


President Truman was the Planning Committee’s 
first choice as “top billing,” and when he declined 
to appear, the committee invited Dean Acheson, 
Secretary of State, who accepted. Messages of 
mutual admiration were exchanged by the Conven- 
tion and President ‘Truman. 


Whatever we may think of President Truman 
and Dean Atchison, we must agree that they are 
two of the most controversial figures in national and 
world politics today. Introducing Secretary of State 
Acheson to the Convention, Dr. Edward H. Pruden, 
Washington, president of the American Baptist Con- 
vention said: 


“Though separated by many miles, it is a genuine 
privilege to present to this audience a distinguished 
statesman and an unselfish public servant who is a 
son of the parsonage. Occupying one of the most 
dificult positions in the world at one of the most 
critical hours in history, the speaker of the evening 
is performing his duties with marked intelligence, 
great patience and complete integrity.” 


As indicated by Dr. Pruden in his remarks, the 
Secretary of State was not present in person. He 
spoke from Washington by telephone. The public 
relations and radio departments had arranged to 
have one broadcasting system (Mutual) put the 
talk on the air waves. When it developed that the 
address would be a “fireside talk” to the nation, all 
the four principal broadcasting systems arranged to 
“air” the address. 
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Hence the address was not directed to a conven- 
tion of churches and churchmen, but to the nation; 
nevertheless it was accepted by Council leaders as 
their own. The Secretary was highly complimented 
for his restraint in not “calling us, a church group, 
to take part in a ‘holy war.’’’* 


Stress Social Action 


A book could be written about other indications 
that the chief attention of the “new” National 
Council, like that of its predecessor-parent, the 
Federal Council, will be given to matters social- 
economic and political rather than to religion. 


Convincing evidence of this fact is to be found in 
the National Council’s own publications. One of 
these is a pamphlet, Christian Faith in Action. Here 
are many fine phrases about “the role the churches 
should be playing in this great drama of human 
destiny,” and the need for “larger strategy.” The 
slogan is ‘Cooperative Christianity.” In nineteen 
numbered paragraphs the planning Committee tells 
how “The National Council Will Help You and 
Your Church.” The first paragraph—surely the 
most important—reads: 


“By providing an authentic expression of the 
Christian conscience in matters of religious liberty, 
human rights, family life, social welfare, world 
peace, emergency relief needs, and great moral 
issues.” 


A great many Christians will prefer to allow their 
own consciences to guide them. They will not wish 
to depend upon the “one voice” of the super-liberals 
of a Protestantism which protests nothing more 
strongly than it protests the eternal verities of Chris- 
tianity. But such is the “new” National Council of 


the Churches of Christ in the USA. 


*A quotation from a statement by Dr. O. Fred- 
erick Nolde, dean of the graduate school of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. 


Korea Bulletin No. 10 
The Rev. J. Curtis Crane, D.D., of Gulfport, 


Miss., has just notified ys by telegram of an over- 
seas telephone conversation that he had last night 
with his son, Dr. Paul Crane, who was speaking 
from Tokyo, Japan. 


Dr. Paul Crane informed his father that all our 
Korea missionaries are safe in Pusan. He himself 
was planning to return from Japan to Pusan today 
in order to give his colleague, Dr. Ovid Bush, an 
opportunity for a brief vacation. 


We are sure that you will be relieved to have this 
word confirming the safety of our Korean missionary 
group. 

C. Darsy FULTON 
Board of World Missions 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 4 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


The Mighty Worker 


Scripture: Mark 4:35-6:6. Devotional Reading: Psalm 145. 


“Thy mighty acts, thy wondrous works, 


sings the psalmist in Psalm 145: “All thy works shall praise 


thee.” The mighty work of Jesus manifested-His deity, His majesty, His power, His compassion. These 


works are the works of God, not man. 


In the verses we study today we see the power of 
Jesus over Nature, over demons, over disease and 
death. He stills the storm; whether it be the storm 
of wind and waves on the sea, or the storm of evil 
spirits within the soul, or the storm of disease and 


death in the body. 


The question which came to the people as they 
beheld His mighty acts, is a natural one: From 
whence hath this man these things? and what 
wisdom is this which is given unto Him, that even 
such mighty works are wrought by his hands? No 
wonder that He marvelled at their unbelief. All 
these works clearly show His power and Godhead, 
and yet in the blindness of unbelief they reject him. 


I. The Storm on the Sea. 
4:35-41 

After His day of teaching, Jesus said, Let us 
pass over unto the other side. They started across 
the sea in the boat when there came a great storm of 
wind and the waves beat into the ship until it was 
now full. Was this just an ordinary storm, or was 
it a special storm brought on by Satan to destroy 
Him? Some have thought that it was the latter. 


Erdman says: “This could have been no usual 
storm. These sturdy fishermen who were managing 
the boat for their Master had lived on that lake. 
They knew every mood of its fickle winds. Yet, 
even these men were in despair.” 

We know that Satan sent the storm which de- 
stroyed Job’s children. Whether he did so in this 
case we do not know, but we do know that it was 
an especially severe tempest. 


Jesus was asleep. His human nature is revealed in 
this incident. He became weary and sleepy, even as 
other men. The disciples awoke Him with the 
question, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 
They seem to feel that Jesus is negligent in His duty 
of caring for them. 


He rebukes the wind and said to the sea, Peace, 
be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. Here is the Master of earth and sky and sea: 
the winds and the waves obey His will; Peace, be 
still; peace, be still. TThey had feared the storm, now 
they feared exceedingly and said one to another, 
What manner of man is this that even the wind and 
the sea obey him? They were in the presence of the 
Omnipotent God, and in His presence all men fear. 


He had rebuked the wind, now He rebukes them: 
Why are ye fearful ? how is it that ye have no faith? 


JANUARY 24, 1951 


Can He not say this often of us? In the face of the 
storms which sweep over the earth we often show 
our lack of faith by fear and worry. Can we not 
rest assured and confident that if we are with Him 
no wind or waves can sink the ship? 


There is a pertinent lesson for us in this miracle. 
The world is being shaken as never before by all 
sorts of “storms.’’ As I write these words a hurri- 
cane is sweeping toward Florida. Far worse, how- 
ever, is the storm of war in Asia, and the threaten- 
ing rumbles over other lands. Let us remember that 
there are some other things which cannot be shaken. 
One of these is the Throne of God: He is the 
Absolute Sovereign of this universe. Our God is 
abundantly able to deliver us and still the storm. 
Nothing is too hard for Him. 


Il. The Storm in the Soul: 
5:1-20. 


The worst storms are not those of winds and 
waves on the sea: the worst storms are within the 
souls of men. It is here that men grapple with sin 
and Satan and demons: “For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers (world-rulers), of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual (spiritual 
hosts of), wickedness in high (heavenly) places.” 


We are not sure that Satan was the cause of the 
storm on the lake, but we are sure that he caused 
the convulsions in the soul of this pitiable man. He 
was in an awful condition: his dwelling among the 
tombs, his whole being controlled by this evil spirit, 
cutting himself with stones. Not one, but a legion 
of demons possessed him. As usual, he acknowledged 
Jesus as the Son of God, and besought Him not to 
cast him out. 


Men today are under the influence of demons, or 
evil spirits. Ordinary sin is bad enough and we see 
its terrible hold upon all unregenerate men, but 
some men and women seem to have literally “sold 
themselves to the devil,” or so completely yielded 
themselves to Satanic influence there is no limit to 
their wickedness. 


We read almost daily of the most revolting and 
unnatural crimes which have no other explanation 
—it seems to me— but “demon possession.”’ We call 
it insanity or diseased mind, but to one who believes 
the Bible, this other is the most satisfactory explana- 
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tion. Erdman says, ““This man was not a maniac, but 
a demoniac.” 


The only cure is to be found in Christ. He Who 
cast out demons when on earth can do the same 
thing now. There are forms of sin which we can 
figuratively call ‘““demons.”’ We speak of the “demon 
of drink,” or of gambling, or immorality or crime 
in general. It would be hard to draw a fast line 
between real demon-possession and these curses. 


There are two side lessons which I would like to 
mention in connection with this incident. One is the 
attitude of the swineherds when they saw the man 
cured and calm, and knew of the loss of the swine. 
They besought Him to depart out of their coasts. 


They thought more of swine and money than of 
men. There are those today who would rather have 
whiskey and gambling joints, and night clubs and 
immoral picture shows than to have our boys and 
girls kept in their right minds and with pure morals. 


They prefer profits to people. Interfere with their 
gains and they want to git rid of you. They will not 
tolerate a gospel which cuts down their gains. One 
of our preachers recently spoke over the radio and 
came out plainly and forcefully against whiskey and 
howls came up from every direction. 


The second side lesson is found in the command of 
Jesus to “Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
how great things the Lord hath done for thee.” 
Jesus does not call all of us into the same fields of 
service, but He does want all of us to testify some- 
where. Io go back home to our friends is just as 
necessary sometimes as to go out to some distant 
land. If all of us would be faithful in our testimony 
then we would be blessed and used. This man 
appears to have done his work well, for when Jesus 
comes into these regions later there is a more en- 
couraging reception. 


Ill. The Storm in the Body: 
Disease and Death. 5:22-43 


These two miracles are intermingled. 


A ruler of the synagogue, Jairus by name, comes 
to Him beseeching Him to heal his little daughter 
who lies at the point of death. Jesus went with the 
man and while He was on the way a certain woman 
with an issue of blood who had tried many physicians 
and spent all she had, came with this thought in her 
heart, If I may but touch His clothes, | shall be 
whole. Her faith was rewarded and she was healed. 


Jesus, however, knowing that power had gone 
from Him, asked, who touched me? She came fear- 
ing and trembling and told him all the truth. Then 
he said to her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee 
whole: go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. At 
last she had found the right physician. There are 
many like this man who are spending al] they have 
on the wrong doctors. 


There is only One Physician Who can really help. 
Disease is a type of sin. The healing of the body is 


of minor importance compared to the healing of the 
soul. Jesus often healed bodies; He always heals 
sick souls if they come in faith. We should not wish 
to be “secret believers’; we should ‘“‘tell the truth” 
and confess Him before men. 


But death had come to the little girl while this 
interruption took place. When the messengers came 
they said, Thy daughter is dead, why trouble the 
Master any further? Jesus reassures the ruler, goes 
to the home and raises the damsel to life. 


Many of us have felt the storm of disease, and 
sooner or later we expect our last great enemy to 
knock at our door. Jesus did not raise many people 
from the dead, but he raised some to prove that He 
is the Resurrection and the Life. He raises dead 
souls to life, and in the Day when He comes, He 
will raise our bodies. O death, where is thy sting; 
O grave, where is thy victory? 
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You helping 
to build a Seminary 


The greatest hope for the evangelization of any 
nation lies in its own Christian leadership. The 
number of missionaries in Japan is multiplied by the 
number of Christian preachers and teachers they 
can train. You are helping to make such training 
possible in Japan through the Program of Progress 
in the building of schools, of churches and chapels, 
and of homes for Christian pastors, homes that 
often serve as church and Sunday School building 
as well. 


WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL FOR WORLD MISSIONS 


JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 4 
Board of World Missions @ Presbyterian Church, U.S. © Box 330 © Nashville, Tenn. 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For February 4: 


Introduction 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Over The Bounding Main 


This program is designed to personalize and vitalize our young people’s financial objective this year by 
introducing us to some of the nationals from our mission fields who are being brought to this country for 
study. Of course, the most personal thing about this movement is the fact that we are vitally united to these 


Christian nationals by the ties of Christian love. 


Two Scripture lessons are suggested in the pro- 
gram outline in Presbyterian Youth. One is Psalm 
67, a Psalm that looks forward to that day that 
all the nations on the earth shall live together as 
one under God and that Scripture lesson would 
make the basis of a very good study at this time. The 
other Scripture reading is 1 John 4:7-21. This is a 
passage that has to do with Christian love and could 
most appropriately be studied in connection with 
our study of this Financia] Objective. 


Scripture Lesson - 1 John 4:7-21 


Love is one of the strongest capacities of the 
human heart, yet the word has been so greatly 
abused in modern uses that most people do not 
understand what real love is. This confusion and 
weakening of the word love is carried over into 
God’s love and into our Christian love one for 
another. We should then study this love one for 
another in the light of all that is said in our Scrip- 
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ture Lesson. In the Scripture Lesson John is calling 
to us and exhorting us to love one another and to 
show it in a real way. Let’s study, then, the call to 
love and the witness to love. 


I The Call to Love - V 7-12 


(1) Reason for it - V 7-8. We ought to love one 
another because love comes into our hearts from 
God and all who have God in their hearts know 
God and love all those whom God loves. No matter 
how much doctrine we know, and no matter how 
much good works we do, if we do not have a deep, 
abiding love in our hearts, we do not know God, 


for God is love. 
(2) Basis of it - V 9-10. When we talk about our 


loving God, we need to remember that we do not 
work up a love for God because we feel we ought 
to love God. When you see a young fellow fall in 
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love with a girl, you do not see a fellow look at a 
girl and begin to reason within himself that he 
ought to love her and then begin to find reasons that 
will convince him that he loves her. When a fellow 
falls in love with a girl, something hits him and he 
naturally responds with a feeling that leads to love. 
Even so, God has loved the world so much that He 
sent His only begotten Son into the world to reveal 
the beauty of God in the life that He lived and to 
redeem us unto everlasting life by the death that He 
died. When we behold Him, our hearts naturally 
respond to His great love. When we in love receive 
Him, His love is shed abroad in our hearts. So in 
reality, we love because He first loved us, and our 
hearts have responded to His love. 


(3) Claim of it - V 11. To respond to that love 
lays upon our hearts a responsibility to love others, 
even as God loved us. If God loves everybody, and 
His love is in our hearts, then we ought to love 
everybody too. 


(4) Result of it - V 12. The world has never 
seen God. But when God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life, the love of God was so manifested that 
to see Christ is to see God. When we receive Him 
who so loved us, and let His love make us in deed 
and thought love one another, then His love is 
developed in us and our lives become a ministry that 
_will enable others to see God through us. Christ has 
said that by this. our love one for another, men 
shall know the Truth. Would not the Church of 
Christ be different in the world today if men had 
seen our love for another, rather than the things 
about which we debate and over which we divide? 


Il. The Witness To Love - V 13-21. 


(1) The Spirit in our hearts - V 13. When we 
respond to the love of God in Christ and by faith 
receive Him, God sends the Holy Spirit into our 
hearts. And by His indwelling presence we know 
that the God of love dwells in us and that we abide 
in Him. 

(2) The confession of our hearts - V 14-16. 
When the Spirit comes into our hearts and we know 
that the God who sent His Son into the world, is 
our loving Savior, our hearts naturally cry out in a 
confession of faith and love concerning the Lord 
Jesus Christ and people know by the testimony that 
we give that God dwells in us. 


This is natural and normal. One night a young 
friend of mine was sitting on the sofa with a young 
man who had been dating her for some time, and 
about whom she was becoming very fond. 


As things progressed, the young lady suddenly 
leaped from the sofa, ran into the next room, and 
turned a somersault on the bed where her mother 
was sleeping. and shouted, “Mother, he told me he 
loved me.”” When anybody loves us and we respond 
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to that love, it is just natural and normal to tell the 
world about it. When the Spirit of God tells us in 
our hearts that God loves us and dwells in us, it is 
just natural and normal to tell everybody every- 
where. 


(3) The boldness of our hearts - V 17-19. When 
we have responded to the love of God in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord will know that we are born from 
above, then our hearts are bold in the presence of 
God. We no longer are afraid of God because we 
know that we had been accepted in the Beloved. 
Most people today believe that God is, that we are 
separated from Him, and unless they do better than 
they have been doing they cannot stand in His 
presence. 


This gives them an accusing conscience and makes 
them afraid in*the presence of God. When the love 
of God abides in our hearts, humbly and conscious 
of our short-comings, we none-the-less have a rever- 
ent, confident boldness because we know we have 
been accepted by Him. 


(4) The outreach of our hearts - V 20-21. It is 
a very wonderful thing to have the abiding assurance 
of the love of God in our hearts, but the presence 
of love in our hearts is a real and practical thing. 
If we have lungs, we must breathe. If we have 
normal eyes, we must see. If we have normal vocal 
cords, we must speak. If we have the love of God in 
our hearts, it must express itself in outward deeds 
that all can see. If we say we have the love of God 
and that we love Him, yet our lives are characteriz- 
ed by a lack of any deeds of loving service, and by 
the presence of hatreds, prejudices, and sense of self- 
superiority, we then are alien to the love of God. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Follow the program as outlined, but pause to do 
more than just read this Scripture on love. Study it 
step by step. God is love. God loves us and gave His 
Son for us, we receive His Son and have His love, 
and when we have His love, it must express itself. 
That is the step by step answer to the call to love 
and witness of love. Eliminate any step and a link 
is gone from the chain and what we have is not the 


love of God. ° 


Our Special 
Evangelistic Season 


Reports from many areas over the church indicate 
that splendid preparation is being made for the 
Special Evangelistic Season, March 11 - April 1. 
The surge of the rising tide of evangelistic interest 
in behalf of the unreached is most heartening. It is 
an unmistakable sign of hope in this day of much 
pessimism. 


For this Assembly-designated-period may the call, 
“Every church participating, every Christian wit- 
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nessing” meet with a one hundred percent response. 
Make your plans large, make them thorough, make 
them in prayer, make them NOW! 


In Loving Memory Of 
Elizabeth McRae Ross 


Called Home to be with Christ on July 8, 
1950, in Morelia, Michoacan, Mexico, the 
Mexico Mission expresses its gratitude, ap- 
preciation, love and sympathy in these 
words: 


“We remember with thanksgiving to the 
Giver of every good and perfect gift the 
beauty of her person, her character, and her 
life; the faithfulness and effectiveness of her 
missonary service of 39 years; the blessings 
received in her home by Mexican and mis- 
sionary friends. 


“We remember with deep appreciation 
her strong Christian faith and courage, her 
superior mental endowment, her common 
sense, her artistic gifts, both musical and 
literary, her delightful sense of humor, her 
loving heart and warm sympathy, her gen- 
erous friendships, her spirituality growing 
out of her devotion to Christ. 


“We remember in loving sympathy her 
husband and children and many friends 
with whom we share the sorrow of present 
separation and the blessed hope of reunion 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 


Glorious the race when done, 
Glorious the victory won, 
Glorious the new life begun, 
Glorious the goal. 


Spiritual Ministry 
To The Military 


Thousands of the youth of our Church are now 
in military service. The Defense Service Depart- 
ment, operating as a Department of the Home Mis- 
sion Division of the Board of Church Extension, is 
endeavoring to carry on the tradition established in 


World War II of “Maintaining the Tie.” 


Names and addresses are being requested from 
local churches and forwarded to pastors in camp 
areas and to chaplairs. Men are moving often. 
Prompt sending of names is essential. 


A beautiful church membership card has been 
prepared for issue by the local Church with the 
signature of the pastor. These are available from 
the Defense Service Department free upon request. 
Order enough to meet your expected needs. 


A Presbyterian Gift Testament is available for 
purchase from the Presbyterian Book Store, Rich- 
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Mail Coupon Now! 


FREE 
Volume | 
of 


BARNES’ 
NOTES 


Volume ! of the BARNES’ NOTES will be 

sent to you free of charge when you 

order a set of the BARNES’ NOTES ON 

THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 
Write for Information 


Street 


City Zone State 


Send Coupon Today to Your Favorite Dealer, or 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


mond, Va., or Dallas, Tex., at 50 cents each. Your 
service man or woman will always treasure this gift. 


Thirty U. S. Presbyterian Chaplains are now on 
active duty in the various services. In the Air 
Force: John S. Bennett, Wilds S. DuBose, Jr., 
Taft A. Franklin, Carl May, James P. F. Steven- 
son, and William F. Taylor. In the Army: Jay M. 
Davis, Jonathan Edwards, Robert G. Hall, Richard 
C. Lipsey, John L. McLean, Augustus C. Summers, 
Duncan N. Naylor, John I. Rhea, Roger D. Rus- 
sell, Walton G. Sugg, Jr., Warren F. Thurston, 
Edgar L. Storey, Jr., and Stuart M. Rohre. In the 
Navy: Harold H. Cummings, Norman H. Flowers, 
Richard G. Hutcheson, Jr., Allen Jones, Paul C. 
Morton, Leslie L. O’Connor, Robert L. Stamper, 
Frederick Volbeda, John E. Watts, Jr., and Wil- 
liam W. Winter. 


The Defense Service Department is lending its 
aid to the military services in helping to secure 
choice young ministers to serve as chaplains in the 
Army, Navy and Air Force. Ordained ministers be- 
tween the ages of 21 and 32 are desired. 


Literature is being furnished to chaplains and 
suggestions are being given to churches with refer- 
ence to their ministry to military personnel. Free 
sample copies of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
have been made available to both the chaplaincy and 
Presbyterian men in service. 


Dr. Cecil H. Lang, of Dallas, Tex., a Reserve 
Chaplain who served in the recent War with the 
rank of Colonel, has just completed a six weeks’ 
period of temporary service for the Defense Service 
Office in helping to initiate policies, programs and 
procedures. 


The work will be carried on under the direction 


of Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Secretary of the Home 
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